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DEAR FRIENDS OF THE AUGUSTINIANS,

T he Jubilee Year has begun! The Province 
of Our Mother of Good Counsel 
was officially founded on April 26, 

1941; therefore we have initiated a year-long 
celebration of our 75th year as a province. The 
opening occurred with great fanfare at our Gala 
at the Drake on April 24th and continued with 
a Jubilee Mass with our Prior General and Vicar 
General, as well as Bishop Prevost in attendance! 
We also affiliated many friends of the Order 
during the two-week visitation of the the Prior 
and Vicar General. You can view their report on 
this official visitation at  
midwestaugustinians.org/2015-report as well 
as my State of the Province Report. Overall, 
things are going very well for the Augustinians 
and we look forward to many great celebrations 
during this Jubilee at various sites throughout 
the Province. This celebration will conclude 
on April 22-23, 2016 with a Gala at the 
Drake where we will have a special Jubilee 
Remembrance of the late Fr. Ted Tack, O.S.A., 
and where we will honor Fr. Mike Slattery, 
O.S.A., and Mr. Ernie Mrozek. The closing 
Mass will be at St. Rita High School Shrine 
Chapel the following morning. 

I hope you will all make plans to join us at Holy 
Name Cathedral on Thursday evening, August 
27th! There we will:

• Have a great celebration for the Year of
Consecrated Life as designated by our Holy
Father, Pope Francis,

• Continue the 75th Anniversary Jubilee
of the Province of Our Mother of Good
Counsel,

• Celebrate the Feasts of Sts. Monica and
Augustine, and

• Witness the Solemn Profession of Brother
Richie Mercado, O.S.A.!

We are thrilled that Archbishop Blase Cupich 
has agreed to preside and that our Vicar 
General, Fr. Joe Farrell, O.S.A., will be here 
from Rome for this special celebration!

The Augustinians continue to live and work 
around the world in schools, parishes, hospitals, 
formation houses, and health care communities, 
as well as do scholarly and missionary work. We 
are pleased to highlight a few in this newsletter: 
Fr. Jim Halstead, O.S.A.; Fr. Bob Guessetto, 
O.S.A.; Fr. Chris Steinle, O.S.A.; and Br. Richie 
Mercado, O.S.A. 

I hope you also enjoy the many photos from 
the Visitation, Gala and Jubilee Mass in this 
newsletter and online at  
midwestaugustinians.org/photos.

Sincerely in Christ and St. Augustine,

Very Reverend Bernard C. Scianna, O.S.A., Ph.D.

Prior Provincial of the Midwest Province, Canadian 
Province, and Vicariate of Chulucanas, Peru

Prior of the Federation of Augustinians of North 
America (FANA)

COVER PHOTO: Augustinians in Formation (Seminarians) with the Prior General (worldwide leader of Augustinians) 
and Prior Provincial (leader of Midwest Augustinians)
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Mission Statement
We, the Augustinians of the Province of Our Mother of Good Counsel, are members of the worldwide 
Order of St. Augustine in the Roman Catholic Church. Centered in the Eucharist and prayer, we search for 
God in community by sharing our lives, goods and spiritual journey with each other and the people of 
God. In harmony of mind and heart on our journey toward God, our experience of common life flows into 
and shapes our ministries. We continue to serve the Church in schools, parishes and missions as we seek 
to discern new paths of service to which God calls us.
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Deacon David and Maria Andrade
Nominated by the St. Rita of Cascia Parish Community 
(Chicago, IL)
The Andrade family has been associated with St. Rita of Cascia Parish in 
Chicago for 25 years. They have integrated themselves into the life of the 
parish and also into the life of the Augustinian Community. They closely 
identify themselves with Augustinians through their Mexican roots.

As a deacon, David quotes St. Augustine often. His wife Maria is a co-
founder (along with Fr. David Vargas, O.S.A.) of a devotional group for women in the parish called 
Madres Cristianas de Sta. Monica (Christian Mothers of St. Monica). She and David promoted this 
movement for women specifically to pray for their husbands and children that they may remain faithful 
to the Church as well as for their continued conversion. This was an initiative started in the '90s to bring 
Augustinians and laity together from our North American Provinces to deliberate on how to serve the 
Hispanic Catholics.

David and Maria feel very close to the Augustinians and even identify with us being from the State of 
Michoacán, Mexico, where the Augustinians have a strong presence. They are a devoted couple and 
dedicated to their family as well as St. Rita Parish. They are very generous with their time and service 
to the local community.

Quinto M. Annibale
Nominated by the Marylake Monastery Community 
of the Canadian Province of St. Joseph
Quinto Annibale continues to serve actively on the Board of Directors of the 
Province (AFOI) as he has since the board was first established. His genuine 
friendship with the Augustinians, his clarity of vision for Marylake, and his 
generosity in sharing freely his vast experience from the business world along 
with his professional skills all speaks to his commitment to the charism and 
mission of the Augustinian Order, especially in Canada.

For approximately six years, Quinto has served on the Board of Directors for Villanova College in King 
City, Ontario. He recently began his second term as the board's chairman. His professional contributions 
are in many ways evident in the development and growth of Villanova College as a Catholic Augustinian 
school. Quinto's commitment to this school is especially important since it reinforces the Augustinians' 
hope that the success of Villanova College will be the foundation for the continuation and hopeful 
expansion of Catholic Augustinian education in Canada. In his own rather quiet way, Quinto 
demonstrates a solid commitment to Christ and to the Church.

ANNOUNCING 19 INDIVIDUALS WITH HIGHEST AUGUSTINIAN HONOR
Affiliation of the 
Faithful to the Order
Definition According to 
the Augustinian Order

"The Order has the faculty 
of affiliating to itself the 
faithful who merit special 
recognition because 
their distinguished 
cooperation for the 
good of the Order. By 
reason of this affiliation 
they belong to the 
Augustinian Family and 
share in all the spiritual 
benefits of the Order. All 
the friars, in their heart 
and actions, are to show 
their gratitude to all 
those who are affiliated. 
Affiliation is granted 
by the Prior General 
on his own initiative 
or upon the request of 
any community of the 
Augustinian Family. The 
certificate of affiliation 
should be granted with 
some solemnity. The 
parents of friars and 
sisters of solemn vows 
are considered affiliated 
to the Order from the 
very day of solemn 
profession. The Prior 
General can grant this 
affiliation to the parents 
of the brothers and 
sisters of aggregated 
Congregations if the 
Generals of these 
Congregations ask for 
it. If opportune, other 
expressions of honor or 
gratitude can also be 
conferred."

L eading into the Augustinians' 75th Anniversary Diamond Jubilee, various 
communities nominated 19 individuals to be awarded the Augustinians' 
highest honor: Affiliation of the Faithful to the Augustinian Order. Once an 

Augustinian Community nominates someone for their contributions to the Order, 
the worldwide leader of the Augustinians (the Prior General) decides to approve their 
Affiliation. We are pleased to announce the following 19 newest Augustinian Affiliates!

AF
FIL

IAT
ION OF THE FAITHFUL TO THE ORDER

AF
FIL

IAT
ION OF THE FAITHFUL TO THE ORDER
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Adele Laureen Britz
Nominated by the Sacred Heart Parish Community (Delta, British Columbia)
Adele Britz was born in 1947 in New Westminster, British Columbia, Canada and now lives in Delta, 
British Columbia. She has been part of the pastoral ministry of the Augustinians at Sacred Heart Parish 
in Delta. She began to work as the parish secretary in 1969. Father Othmar Mussmacher, O.S.A., was 
the pastor when she started to work for the parish. She also worked with other Augustinians such as 
Fathers John Bosworth, O.S.A.; Allan Charnon, O.S.A.; Michael Martell, O.S.A.; and at present with 
Father Edgar Polotan, O.S.A.

When asked, "What is it that is unique to the Augustinian Family that she has been serving over the years," she recalled about 
Father Othmar Mussmacher who ran the parish as a community and not as a business. In him, an honest, Christlike, and good 
man was evident. She discovered in him an Augustinian who provided her with a sense of belonging that kept her working at 
Sacred Heart Parish even now after 45 years!

Frank I. Caldarone
Nominated by the St. Rita of Cascia High School Community (Chicago, IL)
Frank I. Caldarone was born in Palermo, Italy and is currently the owner of the restaurant on 63rd 
Street in Chicago with the same name. He studied with the Franciscans in Italy. In the United States, 
he attended St. Rita High School and went on to earn a Doctorate in Romantic Literature from the 
University of Chicago.

Frank has been serving meals to the friars and communities at his restaurant for many decades, as 
well as catering for Province events always with a "family discount." He is very devoted to St. Rita 

and the Augustinians. He even displays a vocations poster in his restaurant. He was also made an honorary alumnus from St. 
Rita in 2005.

ANNOUNCING 19 INDIVIDUALS WITH HIGHEST AUGUSTINIAN HONOR

Roger Carter
Nominated by the Cascia Hall Preparatory School Community (Tulsa, OK)

“My first experience with the Augustinians was as a teacher in the fall of 1990. I was hired to 
teach history and coach several sports and serve as middle school athletic director. I was drawn to 
the professional attitude of an Augustinian educator and embraced the autonomy given to me in 

my classroom. After several years it was obvious my values and the Augustinian values were intertwined.

In describing what the Augustinians mean to me, I first have to mention how I displayed a trait of St. 
Augustine. After 14 years at Cascia I followed my restless heart in 2004. I accepted a position as Director of Athletics at one of the 
largest schools in Oklahoma. It was a great job, and I enjoyed the people I worked with, however there was an emptiness or calling 
that would not give me peace. It wasn’t long before I realized the calling was to return to the Augustinians. It took my year away 
to make me realize Cascia is home. The Augustinians were gracious enough to accept my return and eventually I was given the 
humbling honor of becoming one of their brothers as a lay affiliate. The Augustinians give me a belonging 
and the peace to know I am where God wants me to be."

AF
FIL

IAT
ION OF THE FAITHFUL TO THE ORDER

AF
FIL

IAT
ION OF THE FAITHFUL TO THE ORDER

AF
FIL

IAT
ION OF THE FAITHFUL TO THE ORDER

Continued on Page 6
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Luciano Conte
Nominated by the Marylake Monastery Community of the Canadian Province of St. Joseph
Luciano Conte is already a member of the Augustinian Third Order Seculars. He is also a member of the 
Board of Directors for the Province, in King City, Ontario. It is evident to all who know him that for 
Luciano, Marylake is not simply a "business," but rather an important mission of the Church to which 
he responds generously and truly from the heart.

The Shrine at Marylake has benefited from Luciano's generosity in other ways. Two of his many 
contributions are particularly outstanding:

1. Seeing that the interior of the Shrine lacked a fitting statue of Our Blessed Mother, Luciano obtained entirely through his own
efforts an awe-inspiring, full color, larger-than-life sized statue of the Mother of God under her title of Our Lady of Grace imported 
from Italy. This magnificent object of both devotion and fine art was placed in the Shrine and dedicated during a Mass and special 
ceremony marking the end of the Year of Faith.

2. During the summer of Marylake Monastery's jubilee year, the shrine placed, mounted, and blessed an even larger and
exceptionally fine statue of Our Lady of Grace. This too was a gift from Lucian Conte made out of his great love and devotion to our 
Blessed Mother.

Luciano is an ardent supporter and provider of publicity for the community's "Rosary Sunday," as well as Marylake's "Rosary 
Path" project. He is an outstanding example of quiet leadership and devotion to the Blessed Sacrament.

Sr. Ardis Cloutier, O.S.F.  
Nominated by the St. Rita of Cascia High School Community (Chicago, IL)

“To say that I was dumbfounded when Fr. Bernie told me I was being named an Augustinian 
Affiliate is definitely an understatement. This happened at the dinner following Bishop Robert 
Prevost's Mass of Thanksgiving in January, and I was in amazement during the rest of the evening 

and my drive home. I have known—and been good friends with—many Augustinians since I first met 
Fr. Bernie Scianna, O.S.A.; Fr. Tom McCarthy, O.S.A.; and many other Augustinians at CTU (Catholic 
Theological Union) in the fall of 1988. Now I consider it a rare privilege to be participating in their 
vocation ministry.  Even so, I never expected to receive such a great honor.  These nearly seven years of 
ministering in the Augustinian Vocation Office have given me a deep appreciation for the Augustinian 
charisms of community, spirituality, and ministry. It has been an honor to work with the men who are 
discerning a vocation to this way of life as well as to follow those who entered through their stages of 
formation.

Some might wonder how I can "belong" to two religious orders but I find that Augustine's "My God, You are the Greatest! You 
alone are Good. You are all-powerful, full of mercy, very just, very hidden, very present, very beautiful, very strong," resonates 
well with Francis' "You are holy, Lord, the only God and Your deeds are wonderful. You are strong. You are great. You are the 
Most High, You are almighty." I believe that my own prayer life will be deepened because of this new connection. I am very 
grateful to Father Alejandro, to Father Bernie Scianna, Father Tom McCarthy, and the entire Midwest Province for bestowing 
this great honor on me."

Chuck Engvall, CPA
Nominated by the Providence Catholic High School Community (New Lenox, IL)
Chuck Engvall is a generous and long-standing supporter of the Augustinians. He offers financial advice 
to both Providence Catholic High School and the Midwest Augustinians’ Province of Our Mother of 
Good Counsel. He also serves as a Trustee for four independent trusts benefiting the Augustinians. He 
and his family are also members of St. Jude Parish, an Augustinian parish in New Lenox, Illinois.
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Continued from Page 5

CHICAGO, IL: Sr. Ardis Cloutier, 
O.S.F., currently works with Fr. Tom 
McCarthy, O.S.A., as the Assistant 

Director of Vocations
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Deacon Jim Foody, M.D.
Nominated by the Provincial Council 
of the Midwest Province of Our Mother of Good Counsel
Jim Foody, M.D., F.A.C.P., first came to know the Midwest Augustinians when he entered St. Augustine 
Seminary High School in Holland, Michigan, and continued studies at Tolentine College in Olympia 
Fields, Illinois. He left the Augustinian seminary program, but says that he left with lifelong mentors 
and friends. In 1983, Dr. Foody was recruited to join the faculty for the Department of Medicine for 
the University of Chicago. In 2001, he moved to Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine, 
where he still serves as Professor of Medicine and Vice-Chairman for Clinical Affairs.

In 2013, Dr. Foody was ordained a permanent deacon by Bishop Conlon of Joliet, Illinois. He remarked that his vocational call did 
not leave when he left the Augustinian Order. "I ended up choosing a career in which I could minister and use math and science as 
my tools,” says Jim. “Serving as an ordained minister flows from the same impulse and my submission to it witnesses that I think 
the Church is relevant in today's society." He was also honored at this year’s Augustinian Gala on April 24 at the Drake Hotel in 
Chicago.

Jim continued by saying, “When I chose medicine as my career, I understood very clearly that I was choosing a ministry rather 
than a job. I had an unearned gift of intellect and love of science that opened this path for me. It is not better than other paths, 
but it suits me. And I will always have that Augustinian core."

Chuck first came to know the Augustinians when his daughter entered Providence 
Catholic High School in 1987, and he befriended Father Richard McGrath, O.S.A. 
He has since been consistently involved on the advisory board and chairing the finance 
committee.

“People in many cases are turning if they are looking for religion,” Chuck 
explained in a recent interview. “Then many of them are turning to what 
I call ‘feel-good-religious-shopping’ of going to a church and then shifting 

in a year or two if you don't like what they're saying, and these men stay the 
course. They have continued to highlight--or basically emphasize--their roles in 
education. I've seen that at Providence as they've lifted the school from I would 
say I guess an average performing school to an excellent academic school. That 
environment has all been nurtured by the Augustinians and what they have done over all the years. Today, it is as relevant if not 
more relevant than in the past, like I say in our society today has become more self-centered; their love, devotion, if that can be 
imparted into today's youth as I see it as I walk around the halls of Providence and I see the children at St. Jude, it is the most 
important role they have to fulfill today and they are definitely very relevant in our society."

John A. & Joseph G. Gennaro
Nominated by the Marylake Monastery Community 
of the Canadian Province of St. Joseph
John Gennaro proudly and humbly describes himself as a “second generation Augustinian Affiliate.” His 
father first came into contact with the Augustinians in the 1940s, as the German Augustinians had been 
moving into what is now Marylake Monastery, about one hour north of Toronto. The Augustinians would 
visit the grocery store his father had owned; he would help the friars with both their groceries and learning 
of English. His father became more involved with the Augustinians by eventually leading the retreat group 
held at the monastery, known as the All Saints Group.

John follows in his father’s footsteps and has been friends with the friars serving in Ontario. He joined the Augustinian Third Order 
and adopted the name Brother Ligori there. He has since joined the Canadian Augustinians’ Board of Directors which helps offer 
business advice to the Augustinian friars in Canada. He was also one of the founding Board Governors of St. Thomas of Villanova 
College, an independent Augustinian college-preparatory school in King City, Ontario. He is still an honorary member of the board 
today.

AF
FIL
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CHICAGO, IL: Chuck Engvall (far left) with members of the 
Providence Catholic High School community attending last 
year's Augustinian Gala

Continued on Page 8
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Gus Getz
Nominated by the Sacred Heart Parish Community (Delta, British Columbia)
Gus Getz is a Canadian who was born on July 23, 1940 in Saskatchewan. He now resides in Ladner, 
British Columbia, with his wife Eunice. They have two daughters named Shelley and Anthony. Gus 
worked as an equipment operator for 30 years. 

In 1949, he started attending St. Monica’s Parish. His family helped to build the Church there when the 
Augustinians extended their mission from Sacred Heart Parish. Father Cajetan initiated the mission there. 

Gus’ family moved to Ladner in 1968 while the Augustinians were building the school. He assisted the friars to raise funds for it 
through bingo games. For many years, his family had not only been part of the parish, but also the ministries of the Order. Gus has 
been inspired by the friars especially Fr. Leo Cameron, O.S.A., for his simplicity, good natured, and friendly manner toward the 
people. 

Since the year 2000, Gus volunteered his time almost every day to keep the monastery clean and well maintained. He cuts the grass, 
paints the walls, and fixes whatever needs fixing for free. 

Inspired by the Augustinian brothers who used to labor generously to maintain the monastery, Gus had been continuing the services 
of the friars in the past, to serve the parish community.

Truly, he says that the Augustinians inspire his heart. His services continue to pass on what the friars have started in both 
Ladner and Delta, British Columbia.

Michael P. Heeney
Nominated by the St. Rita of Cascia High School Community (Chicago, IL)
"In the fall of 1967, I entered my freshman year at St. Rita H.S. and came to know many of the 
Augustinians as my teachers, counselors, and mentors. But it was in later years through my involvement 
with St. Rita H.S. that I really came to know and experience the mission of the Augustinian Order.

When you grow up Catholic on the South Side of Chicago, you are often identified not by your 
baptismal name chosen by your parents, but by the parish or high school you attended. So being a St. 

John thanks the Augustinians for his Affiliation honor, but more specifically thanks them for introducing him 
to Saint Augustine. He acknowledges that being drawn to Saint Augustine was not his idea, but that of God’s. As he’s shared with 
others in the past, if you want to get more involved with the Church, “just open the door a little bit and the Holy Spirit will blow the 
hinges right off!"

John's son, Joe Gennaro, considers himself "third generation Augustinian." In recent years, Joe began working with the Augustinians 
as the Executive Director for Marylake Monastery in King City, Ontario.

Far beyond being a skilled business manager, it is evident to us that Joe sees his work at Marylake not simply as a nine-to-five job, but 
rather as a second special vocation in his life. He often works far beyond the hours for which he is paid. From his special attention to 
many, many details which are obviously not part of his job description, it is evident to us that Joe sees the Augustinians as "family" 
and the Marylake buildings as his "home." In this spirit, Joe often joins the Augustinians for prayer and a fraternal meal.

His strong active, and enthusiastic participation and leadership on the Marylake Renaissance Committee, the Rosary Sunday 
Committee, the Rosary Path Committee, the retreat committee, and the summer pilgrimage committee all speak to Joe's 
commitment. This commitment illustrates his hopes to make Marylake a center of Catholic life and effective Gospel ministry under 
the special mantle of Our Blessed Mother Mary--Our Lady of Grace--with the Augustinian Friars as custodians.

With all of the above, Joe is a dedicated husband and father who strives to inculcate in his family the strong values our Catholic 
faith. Finally, as an active member of Serra Club for many years, he is an ardent promoter of vocations to the priesthood and 
the religious life. In this regard, many Augustinians can testify to Joe's special commitment to the growth and expansion of the 
Augustinian Order, especially in Canada.
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Continued from Page 7
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Fr. Gregory Lawrence Hogan
Nominated by the Marylake Monastery Community of the Canadian Province of St. Joseph

Father Hogan has been a close associate and very good friend of the Augustinians for well over fifty years. His initial contact with the 
Order began at the time of his ordination when he chose the monastery at Nova Scotia as a place to make a pre-ordination retreat. 
Since that time he has been a faithful retreatant at both Augustinian monasteries: Nova Scotia and Marylake. In addition to the fact 
that he has made his retreat with the Augustinians almost on an annual basis, he has helped the Order financially. He is generous 
toward the friars through monetary gifts and a benefactor to the Augustinian Sisters in both Ontario and Nova Scotia.

In more recent years when the Nova Scotia Monastery was no longer a retreat option for him, Fr. Hogan traveled from far away 
Newfoundland and Labrador in order to find quiet space for prayer and to be spiritually refreshed among the Augustinians at 
Marylake. During these visits, it has become ever more evident to us that he not only knows and appreciates, but also exemplifies in 
his life the very charism of the Order. When he is among the Augustinians, his gentle and quiet disposition bespeaks his thirst for an 
interior spirituality--a pillar of the contemplative dimension of Augustinian life. There is nothing ostentatious or flamboyant about 
Fr. Hogan. It is very clear that he understands the evangelical poverty to which we are all called.

It would be virtually impossible to say with any certainty how many Augustinians over the last half century have benefited 
from Father Hogan's personal example let alone his informal spiritual advice and counsel to us. We Augustinians in many ways 
become the beneficiaries and share in the fruits of Father's own decades of dedicated priestly ministry and his uncompromising 
lifelong commitment to Christ and to His Gospel. For this, we Augustinians can be truly grateful.

Bonnie Leighty
Nominated by the Cascia Hall Preparatory School Community (Tulsa, OK)
Bonnie Leighty first became acquainted with the Augustinians when she and her husband began 
searching for a Catholic Middle school in Tulsa for their daughter. At first, she and her husband Bill 
dismissed Cascia Hall Preparatory School because the tuition was much higher than their parish grade/
middle school. They attended an open house and found that the school offered "limited financial 
assistance available for qualified students," and they decided to apply.

Their daughter tested and was accepted to receive a generous financial assistance package; their family 
was then forever "marked for life." Even with the help, the tuition continued to be a struggle. Bonnie volunteered over the years 
in any capacity she could to help give back and then when an opening came up in the bookstore, she applied for the job and was 
hired. She began working at the school and has worked at Cascia for the past 25 years! Over the years at review time, Bonnie was 
asked what she would like to do, other than what she was doing; she would always say she would like to work in Campus Ministry. 
In 2000, Fr. Bernie Scianna, O.S.A., asked Bonnie to take the Kairos program after Bro. Jack Hibbard, O.S.A., was transferred back 
to St. Rita High School in Chicago. Seven years ago she moved into a newly created Campus Ministry office. Bonnie said, “Our 
Catholic Faith teaches us that we are called to give our Time, Talent and Treasure. Most times, I have more of one than of the other 
but I always have enough of all three."

Bonnie and Bill recently said:

“We attend Mass at St. Rita, Bill is a Reader at Mass and Bill and I are Eucharistic Ministers and I am a member of the St. Rita 
Guild. We still support our neighborhood parish but at the same time, it is not easy to put into words the profound impact 
that the Midwest Augustinian Province's ministry and mission through Cascia Hall has had on our lives. We are embedded in 

Augustinian values and culture; they are literally a part of our family's DNA."

Rita Alum means that the Augustinians are part my identity for life. I feel that it is important to support the continued good works 
of the Augustinians as I am a part of their family.

It is a great honor and most humbling to become an Augustinian Affiliate. I can only borrow the words 'O Lord I am not 
worthy' to aptly describe my feelings. I hope to continue my support of the Augustinians in a quiet manner and with gratitude 
for their presence in my life."

AF
FIL

IAT
ION OF THE FAITHFUL TO THE ORDER
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Letitia Olinger
Nominated by the St. Rita of Cascia High School Community (Chicago, IL)

Letitia first came to know the Augustinians when she started dating her husband, who graduated 
from St. Rita High School. She began working with the Augustinians in the business office years ago, 
and has since developed a close relationship with the friars. Two of her grandchildren have since also 
attended St. Rita.

Letitia says that the Augustinians' mission is important, as she's witnessed them bring younger adults 
back to the Church. Younger adults are now starting to attend Mass more frequently thanks to the 

Augustinians. She is also glad to see an increase in Augustinian Vocations over the past couple years.

"The affiliation is something I did not expect," says Letitia. "It's an honor and a privilege to be thought of as 'family.'"

Frank Stadler
Nominated by the Marylake Monastery Community 
of the Canadian Province of St. Joseph

“My parents, Franz & Frieda Stadler, were 3rd Order Augustinians. I’m convinced their commitment to live a life according to 
the teachings of St Augustine and their prayerful life brought about my conversion which took place while on pilgrimage in 
Medjugorge. My involvement with the Community began in December of 2009 after my father passed and upon my return 

from pilgrimage. Their connection to the Order brought me to Marylake where I met with Father Francis, then Provincial Superior. I 
asked Father Francis what I could do to help.

The Augustinian Community in Canada is now centered at Marylake in King City. I believe Marylake to be a very special place and 
the Augustinian Community is of course the reason for it. The Augustinian’s built a shrine in honour of the Blessed Mother and 
many years ago it was designated as the place of Marian devotion by the archdiocese of Toronto, the fifth largest metropolitan area 
in all of North America (behind only NY, Chicago, LA and Mexico City). My conversion happened at a place of Marian devotion. I 
consider it beyond coincidence that my commitment to my faith, my devotion to the Blessed Mother and the way I practice my faith 
are tied to the Augustinian Community and to its charism in particular. And this is why the Augustinian Community is important to 
me and my faith.

The honour of affiliation is special to me. I had the fortune of sitting with Brother Paul Koscielniak, Local Superior at Marylake. I 
asked to spend time with him so that I might better understand what it means to be Affiliated. It is an honour for which I am deeply 
moved. To think that a gift given to me by the Grace of God, one which I was able to share with the Augustinian Community might 
be held in such high regard is an honour that is difficult to comprehend."

Connie Leos
Nominated by the Cascia Hall Preparatory School Community (Tulsa, OK)

Connie worked with the Augustinians for 36 at Cascia Hall as the Assistant to the Headmaster; she 
also had one son who attended the school. While there, she served as assistant to Fathers Dick Allen, 
O.S.A.; John Peck, O.S.A.; Ted Tack, O.S.A.; David Brecht, O.S.A.; and Bernie Scianna, O.S.A.; as 
well as present Headmaster Roger Carter.

Ever since working for the Augustinians, she has considered them as family. "I always truly felt 
their guidance for a very fulfilling and meaningful life," says Connie. "I always felt their presence in my life. They are just a 
really fun-loving group of people to work with and to celebrate with." When asked about her affiliation, she said, "It's the 
ultimate honor and I'm so taken aback--wonderful honor!"
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A Long-lasting Gift: 
A Matter of Love and Gratitude

Do good; no regrets. Surveys of priests and other ministers indicate that the greatest regrets 
expressed by people at life’s end are: 1. not having done good when the opportunity was present, 
and 2. not doing things worth remembering.

Leave a lasting legacy. We all want to make a lasting impacts in this life; impacts that will linger 
long after we have journeyed on to our real home. Living a life of goodness and being good 
examples for our children and grandchildren is one great legacy. Another way is by being good 
stewards with God’s gifts. Every major worthy mission of faith and religion continues today 
because of legacy gifts from their supporters.

Enjoy the benefits. A bequest or other planned gift is a great way to help the Augustinians 
continue their good works after you have passed on. Your gift has other great benefits:

• Give and be recognized now, pass on assets when you no longer need them,
• Give a much larger gift than you would ordinarily be able to do while living,
• Designate how your gift is used: for vocations, retired Augustinians, or missions work in Peru,
• Set a sterling example for children, grandchildren, and loved ones,

• Estate and other tax benefits may also apply.

Simple to do. In most cases this gift is a very simple to 
implement. You can include the Midwest Augustinians 
(legal name: Province of Our Mother of Good Counsel-The 
Augustinians):

• As a beneficiary in your will for a fixed sum, a percentage 
of the estate, or a particular asset like a house,
• As a beneficiary in an IRA, other retirement plan, or 
insurance policy.

Think it over and pray on it. All donors of planned gifts 
are entitled to special recognition and enrollment in the 
Midwest Augustinians’ Restless Hearts Society. For more 
information about planned gifts please contact Michael 
Gerrity at 773-595-4035 or at  
michael@midwestaugustinians.org.

Pierre M. Adams
Joe Bamberger

Anne Berschback
Donald R. Berschback

Chuck Cassity
James Corona

James V. Corrigan
Delores Denning
Joseph A. Drap

Sandra Lyn Drap
Gregory Flanagan

Dr. Robert J. Fredericks
John M. Freese

Mary Friedel-Hunt
John Gaberino
Ardith Goodroe

Frank D. Grimaldi
Winifred M. Guthikonda

Richard Hagedorn
Michael C. Kirby
Barbara Klasing

Wayne G. Klasing
John N. Kost
Sandra Kruse
Vincent Kruse

John D. Kwiatkowski
Robert J. LaFortune

Bonnie Leighty
Tom Leo

Dolores P. Lundeen
Robert H. Mace, Jr., Th.M.

Elizabeth Manning
Michael Manning

Dn. Terrance McGuire
Helen J. Merkelis

Donald Miller
Debra Molinari

Thomas J. Moore
Michael Schneider
Adele O'Sullivan
Harry O'Sullivan

Connee Pines
Joseph A. Putz
Edward Raher

Mary Rasmussen
Richard Rasmussen
Bernice A. Raubiskis

Michael B. Schneider, Sr.
Lisa Solava

Richard Solava
John Sosnowski
Ned Van Hamm

We would like to 
acknowledge and thank 
the following supporters 

for including the 
Augustinians in their 
wills or estate plans:

The Restless Hearts Society Donor Wall 
in Chicago, Illinois
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O ur past three galas have been great successes! Since we started hosting the gala three years ago, donors like you have 
raised proceeds of $100,000 per year on average to support Augustinian ministries. In the midst of our current 
capital campaign, we had a slight decrease in revenue this year.

Still, the 2015 Augustinian Gala was a great reunion 400 guests of our Augustinian Family. Additionally, it was a unique 
opportunity to honor three incredibly deserving men: Fr. Tony Pizzo, O.S.A.; Deacon Jim Foody, M.D.; and the late Fr. Ray 
Ryan, O.S.A. We will have our next gala to conclude the Jubilee Year on April 22, 2016 at the Drake Hotel in Chicago. There, 
we will have a Diamond Jubilee Remembrance for the late Fr. Ted Tack, O.S.A., and honor Fr. Mike Slattery, O.S.A., and 
President of St. Rita High School, Ernie Mrozek.

We thank this past year’s Gala Co-Chairs Mark and Mindy Hacker, as well as the whole Gala Committee for creating such a 
memorable evening for us Augustinians. We also would like to extend our thanks to the major sponsors, table sponsors, and 
program book advertisers who helped ensure the evening’s success! Thank you so much for your faithful support!

You Made Our Gala 
Wonderful!

GALA SPONSORS

Major Sponsor
An Augustinian Family Marked for Life 

by the Love of Fr. Ray Ryan, O.S.A.

Reception Sponsor
The Thomas W. Dower Foundation

Flowers Sponsor
Greg & Wendy Jania

Program Book Sponsor
Kelmscott Communications

TABLE SPONSORS

St. Augustine Tables
Bimba Manufacturing
Catholic Cemeteries
The Coughlin and Sullivan Families
Ernest & Glenna Kelly in Memory 

of Fr. Jack Kelly, O.S.A.
The Family of the Very Rev. Bernard 

C. Scianna, O.S.A., Ph.D.

St. Rita of Cascia Tables
Bob Clifford and Bruce Hague

St. Monica Tables
Augustinian Community of 

Providence Catholic High School 
in Memory of Fr. Ray Ryan, O.S.A.

Anne and Don Berschback
Ed Burns in Memory of Brother 

Kenneth Mehn, O.S.A.
Mark and Mindy Hacker
Ed and Catharine Hennessy
Little Company of Mary Sisters
Saint Rita of Cascia Parish, Chicago
Saint Rita of Cascia Shrine 

Chapel, Chicago

PROGRAM BOOK 
SPONSORS
American Combustion Service, Inc.
Augustinian Friars of Philadelphia 

Parishes (St. Augustine, St. Nicholas 
of Tolentine, and St. Rita of Cascia)

Augustinian Seminary Alumni 
Community, Class of 1969

Augustinian Seminary Alumni 
Community, Class of 1970

Berschback, Anne and Don
Brennan Family
Buck Services Incorporated
Carroll, Family of Pre-

Novice Robert Owen
Christ the King Parish, Chicago
Corona, Jim
Flaherty Family
Freddy's Pizza, Cicero, IL
Friends of the Augustinian 

Mission in Chulucanas, Peru
Great Lakes Advisors, Chicago
Holy Cross Hospital
International Insurance Brokers, Ltd
Jones & Cleary Roofing/Sheet Metal
Klazura Family
L.L. Andreatta & Associates
Leggero, Roger
Maibusch Family Memorial
Marin Funeral Home & Cremation 

Services, Chicago
McCone Family
Meehan, Jenny
Napoleon Hill Foundation
National Shrine of Saint Rita 

of Cascia, Philadelphia

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Parish, Darien, IL

Our Lady of the Lake Parish, 
Edwardsburg, MI

Our Lady of the Woods 
Parish, Orland Park, IL

Paul Borg Construction Company
Providence Catholic High 

School, New Lenox
Province of Saint Thomas of Villanova
Saint Bernadette Catholic 

Church, Evergreen Park, IL
Saint Bernard Parish, Homer Glen
Saint Clare of Montefalco 

Parish, Chicago
Saint Mary of the Assumption 

Parish, Lawrence, MA
Saint Rita of Cascia High 

School, Chicago
Sisters of Saint Casimir
Small, Bill and Bonnie
St. Augustine Parish, Andover, MA
Storino, Ramello & Durkin
UBS Financial Services
Villanova College, King City, ON
Ward Contracting & Building 

Restoration
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ADDENDA TO AUGUSTINIAN GALA 2015 PROGRAM BOOK
Special thank you to Anne and Don Berschback who were 
not previously listed in the program book as St. Monica Table 
Sponsors!

We’d like to acknowledge the Augustinian Friars of Philadelphia 
Parishes (St. Augustine, St. Nicholas of Tolentine, and St. Rita 
of Cascia) for their generous quarter page ad donation, which 
we received after the program book deadline.  Thank you for 
congratulating our Province on our 75th Anniversary!

We’d also like to acknowledge the National Shrine of St. Rita 
of Cascia in Philadelphia for their generous quarter page ad 
donation, which we also received after the deadline.  Your gift 
in memory of Fr. Ray Ryan, O.S.A., was particularly moving, 
especially as we know that he was a dear friend to both your 
community and province.

Thank you! 

8Full Photo Gallery online at midwestaugustinians.org/photos

Fr. Ray Ryan, O.S.A.,  
Diamond Jubilee  

Remembrance Video  
online at   

midwestaugustinians.org/videos

Anne and Don Berschback with honoree Fr. Tony Pizzo, O.S.A.

Family of the Provincial with Prior General and Vicar General

Michael Beck speaks on behalf of his uncle, the late Fr. Ray 
Ryan, O.S.A.

Mark and Mindy Hacker, Gala Co-Chairs

Ed and Catharine Hennessy, 2016 Gala Co-Chairs, with  
Bishop Robert Prevost, O.S.A.

2016 honoree Ernie Mrozek with wife Diane, Provincial, and 
Prior General

Fr. Tony Pizzo, O.S.A., honored at 2015 Augustinian Gala

Lisa and Richard Solava (left) with Michael Gerrity

John Hastings, Fr. Bernie Scianna, O.S.A., with Novices Jimmy 
White and Jack Tierney

Deacon Jim Foody, M.D., honored at 2015 Augustinian Gala



The Drake Hotel  |  Chicago  |  April 22, 2016

Mark Your Calendars!
THE FOURTH ANNUAL

augustiniangala.org

Fr. Mike Slattery, O.S.A.
Pastor Emeritus of St. Jude, New 
Lenox; St. Clare of Montefalco, 
Chicago; St. Augustine, Philadelphia

Ernie Mrozek
President and 1971 Alumnus of  
St. Rita of Cascia High School, 
Chicago, IL

Fr. Ted Tack, O.S.A.†
Prior General Emeritus of the 
Augustinian Order; Headmaster 
and 1944 Alumnus of Cascia Hall 
Preparatory School, Tulsa OK 
Diamond Jubilee Remembrance

Honoring

Augustinian Gala
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WORLDWIDE LEADER OF AUGUSTINIANS VISITS OUR COMMUNITIES
The Most Rev. Alejandro Moral Antón, O.S.A., Prior General of the Augustinian Order, visited our 

parishes, schools, and friaries throughout the Midwest U.S. and Canada in April.  More photos from his 
visit and the Diamond Jubilee Opening Mass are available at midwestaugustinians.org/photos.

Visiting Our Mother of Good Counsel Parish in  
Homer Glen, Illinois

Visiting Austin Friary and Providence Catholic High School

Presenting Affiliations in King City, Ontario

Taking a “Selfie” with students at Cascia Hall, Tulsa

Visiting St. John Stone Friary, Chicago

With Augustinian Sisters, St. Turibius, and St. Rita Parish 
Communities in Chicago

Visiting St. Rita Parish/Novitiate in Racine, Wisconsin

Visiting retired friars of Bellesini Friary in Crown Point, Indiana

Visiting St. Gabe’s in Chicago

Visiting St. Augustine Friary, Chicago Visiting the Augustinians Nuns of New Lenox, IL

Visiting St. Jude Parish in New Lenox, Illinois

Greeting parishioners at Sacred Heart Parish in Delta, British 
Columbia

Blessed by Fr. John Gaffney, O.S.A., in Tulsa, Oklahoma

Visiting St. Rita High School, Chicago with Bishop Prevost, O.S.A.
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As of last school year, Fr. James Halstead has 
served 27 years on the faculty at DePaul University. 
Both teacher and administrator, Jim has won an 
“Excellence in Teaching” award (1993), the “John 
Courtney Murray” award (2012), and the “Spirit 
of DePaul” award (2014). In 2010, he was named 
“Distinguished Honors Professor.” Fr. Jim was the 
first Director of DePaul’s Program in Catholic Studies 
and, for 12 years, Chair of the Department of 
Religious Studies. In addition to his work at DePaul, 
Fr. Jim has taught at Loyola University, Chicago, 
for agencies of the Archdiocese of Chicago, and in 
Lithuania, Greece and Japan. For twenty years he 
did sacramental ministry at St. Nicholas Parish in 
Evanston, IL. In addition to doing numerous mission 
appeals for the Peruvian missions, Fr. Jim has been 
a community treasurer and prior, a provincial 
counselor, and, in Fall, 2013, Interim Formation 
Director at St. Augustine Friary. After recently 
completing a research leave from DePaul, he serves 
as a member of the Formation Team and Regent of 
Studies at St. Augustine Friary, on several interfaith 
advisory boards and committees in Chicago and on 
the Board of Trustees of the Catholic Theological 
Union and Villanova University. He returned to 
DePaul classroom in Spring, 2015.

A scientific truth: There are 
somewhere between 100 
billion and 225 billion 

galaxies in the visible universe. On a 
very dark night, with the naked eye, 
one can see a small corner of one 
galaxy, our own Milky Way. Moreover, 
in addition to what we can see with 
the Hubble telescope, there is the 
greater part of the universe - the “dark 
matter.”

A religious truth: The God who is 
creating all that is, “things visible 
and invisible,” lovingly cares for this 
planet: the birds of the air, the fishes 
of the sea, and every hair of each 
human head. Further, that same God 
is incarnate in human flesh, willing 
that we personally know Divine Love 
and live in that Creative Love with 
all other men and women. That’s 
Good News!! The Good News and 
demanding challenge that I try to 
live, celebrate, preach, and teach as an 
Augustinian.

I first began to engage adult Catholic 
faith in August, 1967. I had just 
finished Summer Latin School with 

Fr. Henry Maibusch, O.S.A., at 
Holland, Michigan. In a week, 
I would enter the novitiate in 
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, with 
48 other novices. At an outdoor 
symphony concert as I looked 
into the summer sky and saw the 
stars, I experienced a creative, 
benevolent presence. Like St. 
Paul being knocked off his horse, that 
experience of beauty and awe began a 
journey that continues 48 years later.

Community life, priestly ministry – 
studying, preaching, and teaching, 
leading prayer, and advocating 
for justice – friendships, and the 
patience of confreres has deepened my 
religious experience and challenged 
me to live more thoughtfully and 
enthusiastically. St. Monica Novitiate, 
Tolentine College, the Catholic 
Theological Union and, after four 
years as a parish priest, the theology 
faculty of the Katholieke Universiteit 
Leuven, Belgium, have helped me 
speak carefully of religious mysteries, 
deepen my understanding of 
Christian thought, and accompany 
others – mostly young people – into 

the freedom, ideals and demands of 
discipleship.

When I finished doctoral studies at 
Leuven, the then-provincial, Fr. Karl 
Gersbach, O.S.A., told me to find 
a job. In 1987 I joined the faculty 
at DePaul University, the largest 
Catholic university in the United 
States. My work at DePaul, as well as 
my liturgical service throughout the 
world, have been a challenging, joyous 
and enriching combination for me 
and, I trust, for others as well.

Like other members of the Province, 
the externals of my life are unique. 
The essentials remain Augustinian. 
With Augustine I often pray, “Narrow 
is the mansion of my soul. Enlarge it, 
that You may enter in. It is ruinous, 
repair it.”

My Ministry as an Augustinian:
Fr. Jim Halstead, O.S.A.
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About that Last Supper…
Now how did they do that?
I have been in the fundraising 
ministry, primarily for the Catholic 
Church, for over 25 years, and that 
question occasionally pops into my 
head. Here was the event that started 
an evening the outcome of which 
changed the world forever. I wonder 
who ran ahead, who got the funds, 
set up the room, ordered the food, 
arranged the seating, made sure they 
were alone in their own area, paid the 
staff, and helped to set the stage for 
Christ’s last meal and the beginning 
of new life for all the world? I do 
not think our Lord had a fundraiser 
per se on staff. Our Lord had good 
lay people – volunteers, donors, and 
contributors – who made it all come 
together. After all, His ministry was 
to help us all see the best in each 
other and to come together to achieve 

the greatest good. In the end, like 
the Last Supper, the best cause and 
mission requires our support and 
contributions to achieve its purposes. 

Each of us has a vitally 
important part in performing 
ministry…
…in raising funds for the mission of 
the Augustinians. Whether we are 
donors, volunteers, staff, or professed 
Augustinians, our prayers, words of 
encouragement, and financial support 
are all vital contributions to the holy 
mission that brings us together in the 
first place. Asking for support of a 
good and holy cause is evangelizing; it 
is a form of ministry.

When any of us help a young man to 
be formed as an Augustinian, or help 

a professed man who has given all of 
his life in service as an Augustinian 
to have a modest retirement in 
community with his brothers, or 
help the rural, poor Peruvians we 
minister to in the Andean foothills 
of Northern Peru, we are doing 
ministry; we are evangelizing. We are 
also creating a powerful legacy which 
will impact our heirs and the world 
for many generations long after we 
have gone on to our real home.

Hopefully now you understand better 
our passion in seeking your support 
– not just we few staff, but also 
the many wonderful lay volunteers 
who work side-by-side with us in 
this ministry. We ask because we 
must and because we should, or the 
table does not get set and the work 
cannot go on. If not you and us for 
the Augustinians, then who? When 
you choose to join us in our capital 
campaign, in our annual fund, in 
a bequest, in the gala, or in any 
fundraising event, you are spreading 
the good news, you are ministering, 
and you are making the world better 
in every way possible for now and for 
eternity. Thank you! 

God bless you.

Michael Gerrity
Michael is a veteran fundraiser of Catholic causes for over 
29 years. He began working with the Augustinians in 
2011. Michael is the Chief Advancement Officer for the 
Augustinians and the Campaign Director of the Continuing 
Our Journey of Faith capital campaign.
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PROVINCE ADVANCEMENT 
ADVISORY COUNCIL

Ted C. Berman

Anne Berschback

Donald Berschback

Robert Biolchini

G.T. Bynum

Matthew F. Coughlin, III

Michael Gerrity, Chief 
Advancement Officer

Mark S. Hacker

Gregory Jania,  
Vice-Chairman

Wayne Klasing, 
Chairman

Anthony J. Lauinger

Pat Ormsby

Very Rev. Bernard C.    
Scianna, O.S.A., 
Ph.D., Prior Provincial

Lisa Ann Solava, PHR

Robert Sullivan

Martin Wojcik, CFRE

Mike Zunica

 &News      Notes
Ted C. Berman Joins Augustinian 

Advancement Council

T ed C. Berman, Founder/Owner of Berman Capital 
Management & Research, was recently appointed 
to serve a two-year term on the Augustinian 

Advancement Advisory Council. The Very Rev. Bernard C. Scianna, O.S.A., Ph.D., 
appointed Berman to serve on this voluntary council to help the advancement and 
communications efforts of our order.

“The Augustinians matter to me because of the tremendous impact I've seen 
them have on the spiritual well-being of thousands of students since they 
took over running Providence Catholic High School (New Lenox, Illinois) 
over 25 years ago,” says Berman. “Under the leadership of the Augustinians, 
Providence has done a great job of preparing students to succeed in college and 
in life. They have done, and continue to do so much for so many, I consider it 
an honor to try and help them out in any way I can.”

Ted and his wife Norma (Ruettiger) Berman first came into contact with Providence 
High School in the 1970s. Between the Berman and Ruettiger families, 42 members 
of their families have attended Providence. 
They later came to know the Augustinians 
when the friars took over management of 
the school in 1985, under the leadership 
of the Rev. Richard J. McGrath, O.S.A., 
Ph.D. Their youngest daughter is currently 
a sophomore at the Augustinian school 
Villanova University in Villanova, 
Pennsylvania. Berman expressed, “Our 
families have been involved with Providence 
for at least the past 50 years, so we have seen 
the impact of the Augustinians first hand.” 
The Berman family also attends the Church 
of St. Jude in Joliet, Illinois.

Berman brings decades of professional experience to the volunteer council. In 1984, he 
founded the Berman Capital Management & Research firm located in Joliet, Illinois. 
The firm is a full-service independent investment counseling and management firm 
committed to helping people achieve their financial goals. Berman’s skills complement 
the rest of the advisory council well, which includes professionals predominantly from 
metropolitan Chicago, Tulsa, and Detroit. 

For more information about the Augustinian Advancement Advisory Council, 
please visit midwestaugustinians.org/advancement-council. 

Ted and his wife Norma attending the third annual 
Augustinian Gala at Chicago's Drake Hotel
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Fr. Dueweke, O.S.A., Launches Website

F ather Robert Dueweke, 
O.S.A., recently launched a 
new website after beginning a 

Fellowship at the Lonergan Institute 
of Boston College in January, 2015. 
The title of his research is Inquiry 
and Patterns in the Liturgical Year: 

Combinations of Bernard Lonergan and Augustine toward 
community formation in the social media context. His 
website offers blog posts on this research among other 
resources.

When asked why he created the website, Fr. Dueweke 
explains:

We are confronted with a fundamental problem.

For some reason, the symbols we use and celebrate 
do not connect with ordinary experience. As a result, 
transformation, which is the inherent power of symbol, 

is delayed or fails to occur. This situation might explain 
why the sacraments and Eucharist in the Catholic 
Christian tradition have lost their appeal and beauty to 
create change.

This website is an invitation to take a hard look at this 
problem of disconnect between symbol and experience.

Fr. Dueweke furthermore explains that to address the 
problem, he explores the writings of Jesuit theologian 
Bernard Lonergan.

Fr. Dueweke is a native of Detroit, and worked in the 
Augustinian missions of Northern Peru for 15 years. He also 
worked for six years as Vicariate Coordinator for Hispanic 
Ministry in the Archdiocese of Chicago and later as Assistant 
Pastor of St. Rita of Cascia Parish in Chicago.

Peru: New South American 
Regional Augustinian Novitiate

T his past January, the 
Augustinians of Latin America 
united to open an international 

Augustinian Novitiate, headquartered 
in Lima, Peru. The new “Our Lady 
of Grace Friary” (which was formerly 
known as the “Center House”) 
welcomed 14 Augustinian novices from 
Peru, Bolivia, and Brazil.

Augustinians across all of Latin America 
have been uniting efforts and working 
closer together to strengthen their 
efforts. A shared novitiate house will 
allow for more friars to be serving in 
other ministries, such as in parishes or schools.

Establishment of a New Augustinian Province in Peru took another 
step forward, as friars from the three Peruvian Vicariates (Chulucanas, 
Apruimac and Iquitos) gathered together for a spiritual retreat and 
meetings. This retreat/meeting provides an opportunity for the friars 
of the three Vicariates to know each other better and to plan for their 
new status as a Province. It is hoped that the next General Chapter will 
establish the new Province.

Bishop Prevost's First 
Confirmation in United States
Bishop Robert Prevost, O.S.A., recently visited 
the Augustinians in the United States, after 
being ordained a bishop in Peru just a few 
months before. Bishop Prevost celebrated 
his first Confirmation in the United States at 
St. Gabriel Church in Chicago. St. Gabe's is 
currently led by an Augustinian pastor, Fr. Tom 
Griffin, O.S.A.

Bishop Prevost also confirmed students from St. 
Rita High School in Chicago the following day.

Blessings to all of you on your Holy 
Confirmation!

8Visit online at dueweke.net

Peru

Brazil

Colombia

Ecuador

Lima

Trujillo

Chulucanas

Chiclayo

@rdueweke
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Bro. Mercado, O.S.A., Begins New Social Justice Work

B rother Richie Mercado, O.S.A., recently began representing St. Rita Parish in Chicago at the South 
West Organizing Project (SWOP). SWOP is an organization intended to raise awareness regarding 
affordable health care coverage for the immigrant community, including the undocumented.

Brother Mercado professed his first vows in the Augustinian Order in 2012. He also works in the Campus 
Ministry for St. Rita of Cascia High School in Chicago. Working with SWOP, he will begin serving undocumented immigrants, who Father 
Tony Pizzo, O.S.A., refers to as “the most vulnerable in our community.” Fr. Pizzo expressed, “We are excited to be part of these initial talks 
to move toward the support of our undocumented.”   

Please keep Brother Mercado in your prayers!

New Director of Augustinian 
Formation in North America

O n March 2, 2015, the Very Rev. Bernard C. Scianna, O.S.A., 
Ph.D., Prior of the Federation of Augustinians of North 
America (FANA), announced that Father Robert Guessetto, 

O.S.A., will be the new Director of Augustinian Formation. He will 
officially take office on July 1, 2015.

As Director of Augustinian Formation, Father Guessetto will reside at 
St. Augustine Friary in Chicago, Illinois, with the professed men currently in Augustinian 
formation. These professed men in formation study at Catholic Theological Union prior 
to their solemn professions of vows and priestly ordinations. The position had previously 
been held by the Most Reverend Robert F. Prevost, O.S.A., until Pope Francis named him 
to be the fourth Bishop of Chiclayo, Peru.

Father Guessetto returns to the United States after spending the past 13 years in Rome 
where he was the Director of Professed Students at Colegio Santa Monica and currently 
is the Prior. Before his service in Rome, he was the Director of Professed Students in 
Washington, D.C., for five years. Prior to that, he served in pastoral roles in Lawrence, 
Massachusetts and Chestnut Hill, Pennsylvania.

Father Guessetto comes to us with great experience and enthusiasm for this important 
ministry of formation with our professed students. He will join Father Jim Thompson, 
O.S.A.; Father Jim Halstead, O.S.A.; and Brother Tom Taylor, O.S.A., on the Formation 
Team in Chicago. We are grateful to Father Emmanuel Thliza, O.S.A., who is also 
currently part of the interim arrangement as we await Father Guessetto's arrival.

Please pray for Father Guessetto and our men in Augustinian formation!

Fr. Laird Elected to 
Research Fellowship

F r. Martin Laird, O.S.A., has been 
elected to a research fellowship 
at Cambridge University in the 

United Kingdom for the current semester. 
Fr. Laird is a Visiting Yip Fellow at 
Magdalene College, which is part of the 
University. He will use this fellowship to 
concentrate on research and writing. 

Fr. Marty Laird was one of the keynote 
speakers at an international conference 
at Katholieke Universiteit (Catholic 
University) Leuven January 29 in 2015. 
The Conference topic was “Theosis/
Divinization: The Christian Doctrine 
of Divinization East and West.” Other 
keynote speakers included His All 
Holiness Bartholomew I, Patriarch of 
Constantinople. Theosis implies that the 
human person becomes by grace that 
which the Son of God is by nature. This 
is understood as a transforming union of 
the human person with God.

Congratulations, Fr. Laird!

Fr. James Gerald  
"Jerry" Ryan, O.S.A.,  
Enters Eternal Life
Our brother Fr. James Gerald “Jerry” 
Ryan, OSA died in the early morning 
of April 29, 2015. At age 94, he was 
the third-oldest friar in the Midwest 
Province of Our Mother of Good Counsel.

Jerry professed first vows in the Order of 
St. Augustine September 10, 1943.  He 
was ordained a priest June 7, 1949.

Ministry in Japan and the 
United States

After teaching for four years at Cascia 
Hall and Mendel Catholic High School, 
he spent 28 years (1954-80 and 1981-
83) as a missionary in Japan.

In his later years, he did pastoral 
ministry in a variety of parishes in 
Illinois, Oklahoma, Texas, Florida, 
and Michigan. His most recent parish 

assignment was to St. Matthew Parish, 
Flint, Michigan.

Struggles with Cancer

He was first diagnosed with melanoma 
in 2007. He underwent surgery to 
remove the cancerous tissue. The cancer 
reappeared in 2009, this time as a 
nodule in a lung. At first, this cancer 
appeared to be dormant, but tests 
in 2010 showed that it was growing. 
Doctors gave Jerry six months to live.

Later scans showed that the cancer was 
miraculously shrinking. In December, 
2013, however, Jerry woke up with a 
numb leg which was painful to walk 
on. Tests showed that the cancer had 
metastasized into his shin. As his 
illness progressed, Jerry remained at St. 
Matthew until March, 2015, when he 
moved to Bl. Stephen Bellesini Friary, 
Crown Point, Indiana.

Eternal rest, grant unto him, O Lord, and 
let perpetual light shine upon him.
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Fr. Steinle, O.S.A., Assigned to Ecuadorian Missions

F ather Christopher C. Steinle, 
O.S.A., recently returned 
to Latin America in his 

new ministry as an Augustinian 
missionary in the Province of St. 
Michael, headquartered in Quito, 
Ecuador. Father Steinle began this 
service in February following several 
years of ministry for the domestic 
needs of the Midwest Augustinians’ 
Province.

Father Steinle had previously served 
as an Augustinian missionary in 
both Peru and Bolivia. His recent 

assignment to Ecuador will help rebuild the Augustinian presence in Ecuador, which 
has declined in recent years. He recently wrote back to the Augustinians in the United 
States saying that he has arrived safely and has moved into the monastery with three 
other Augustinian friars so far. “On Ash Wednesday, I went out into the street in 
front of our monastery after Mass to distribute ashes to passers by,” says Fr. Steinle. 
“Photographers from the two major newspapers took my picture and so I was in 
the papers on Thursday [see picture above].” Father Steinle awaits his interview with 
Archibishop Fausto Travéz Travéz, O.F.M., of Quito.

Please pray for Fr. Steinle on his new journey!

Official 2015 State of 
the Province Report

I n May, the Very Rev. Bernard C. 
Scianna, O.S.A., Ph.D., released the 
2014 State of the Province Report.  

This annual report covers important topics 
for the future of the Midwest Augustinians, 
including:

• Our 75th Anniversary Diamond Jubilee
• Our vocations efforts
• The Augustinian men in formation
• Care for retired and infirm friars
• The Federation of Augustinians of 

North America
• Advancement efforts of the Augustinians
• Augustinian schools and parishes
• Augustinian missions in Peru
• The Augustinians serving in Canada

Fr. Bernie's report, as well as a report from 
the Augustinian Prior General (worldwide 
leader of Augustinians) can be read online at 
midwestaugustinians.org/2015-report.  We 
offer this report to you as our commitment 
to transparency and stewardship.  Thank 
you for your continued partnership in our 
Augustinian mission!

New Accreditation for Augustinians 
International, United Nations

A ugustinians International, the Order’s non-governmental organization at the 
United Nations, has been granted ECOSOC status by the UN Economic 
and Social Council. ECOSOC accreditation gives Augustinians International 

a greater role in speaking to the nations of the world than it had under its previous 
accreditation.

With the new ECOSOC status, Augustinians International are now in a consultative 
status with the United Nations, which allows for more reciprocal communications 
between the Augustinians and the United Nations community. Previously, the DPI 
(Department of Public Information) status only allowed Augustinians International to 
“listen while the UN spoke.” The Augustinians have now gained greater opportunities 
to influence global affairs with Christian, Catholic, and Augustinian values.

After the news of the Augustinians’ new accreditation, friars gathered in the Bronx, 
New York, to discuss further ways to dialogue with the United Nations community. 
In January 2015, the Augustinian Secretariate for Peace and Justice also declared the 
theme for the next five years to be “Migration.” This theme among many others such 
as the elimination for racial discrimination, the environment, world hunger, and 
human rights, is the focus for Augustinians International for the coming years.

8To learn more about the Augustinians’ efforts at the  
United Nations, please visit  augustiniansinternational.com

QUITO, ECUADOR: Fr. Chris Steinle, O.S.A., 
distributes ashes on Ash Wednesday at his new 
ministry in Quito, Ecuador  Photo credit: Eduardo 
Terán/El Comercio

Addendum to  
Winter 2015 Issue  
of  The Midwest 
Augustinian

We would like to 
congratulate Fr. 

Martin Laird, O.S.A., who celebrates 
his 25th anniversary of priesthood this 
year, and had been omitted from the 
last issue’s scroll of 2015 Anniversaries.

Congratulations, Father!
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AUGUST 1
Augustinian Celebration of Consecrated Life
St. Thomas of Villanova Campus Church • Villanova University - Villanova, PA

Marking this Year of Consecrated Life, our Augustinian Novices across the country will be professing 
their first vows in the Augustinian Order. More info to come soon! Sign up for Augustinian E-news at  
midwestaugustinians.org/signup to receive more information once its available.

AUGUST 15 • 12:00 P.M.
Augustinian Seminary Alumni Friends and Family Picnic
Remembering Our Past, Celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the Province and Committed to the 
Augustinians' Future

St. Rita of Cascia High School, McCarthy Center • 7740 S. Western Ave. • Chicago, IL 60620

A reunion for the friends and family of the Augustinian Seminary Alumni Community! Celebrate with 
other seminary alumni at an Augustinian Mass and picnic. Mass will be celebrated by the Very Rev. Bernard C. Scianna, O.S.A., Ph.D., at 
12 noon. The picnic will immediately follow until 4:30pm.

To cover the cost of food, drinks, security, and maintenance, the cost will be $35 per person, or $100 for a family of three or more. Tickets 
can be purchased online at midwestaugustinians.org/events or by check. Please RSVP online or call 773-595-4008.

AUGUST 16
Augustinians' Day at Baseball Crosstown Classic
U.S. Cellular Field • 333 W. 35th St. – Chicago, IL

Limited tickets available!

Batter up! Get ready to watch the Chicago White Sox team up against the Chicago Cubs at the final 
game of the 2015 Crosstown Classic! Mingle with the friars in a two-hour patio party before the game and join us to cheer on your 
favorite team! Deadline for ordering tickets is July 17! Tickets cost $100 each.  
 
midwestaugustinians.org/baseball

AUGUST 27 • 6:30 P.M.
Feasts of Sts. Augustine/Monica
Solemn Profession of Vows of Brother Richie Mercado, O.S.A.
Holy Name Cathedral • 730 N. Wabash Ave. • Chicago, IL

St. Augustine is one of the most influential saints throughout all of Christianity. His mother, St. Monica, 
has served as a role model for mothers across the entire world. This year, please join Archbishop 
Cupich, Fr. Joe Farrell, O.S.A. (Vicar General from Rome), and the Augustinians for a very special Feast 
Day celebration for both of these saints at Holy Name Cathedral in downtown Chicago. All are invited!

Upcoming Events
midwestaugustinians.org/events
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Thank you to our newest donors!

T he Augustinians are continually grateful for those that join us in mission to serve the Church in our schools, 
parishes, missions, and other ministries. With these gifts and the continued prayers of thousands, we are 
ensuring the Augustinian spirit will live on for generations to come. We would now like to thank those newest 

donors that have given their first gift to the Augustinians between December 13, 2014, and March 1, 2015. We ask 
that all our readers keep these newest supporters in prayer. Thank you!

If you feel your contributions are not properly reflected in this report or if you see errors, we apologize and ask you to 
contact the Advancement Office at advancement@midwestaugustinians.org or at 773-595-4008.

Anonymous (5) 

Anonymous in Memory 
of Barbara Lopez

Dr.  & Mrs. Linas J. Bartuska in 
Memory of Steve and Ellen Bakovich

Ms. Marilyn A. Burch 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony C. 
Charvat 

Mr. & Mrs. Luciano E. Conte 

Mr. Patrick T. Devine in Honor 
of Fr. Kevin Mullins, O.S.A.

Ms. Marcia Federici 

Mr. & Mrs. William Gallagher 

Mr. Gerald Gamble 

Ms. Susan Gilligan 

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Goraj 

Mr. Robert P. Green, Sr. in 
Memory of Marlin Ann Green

Mr. Daniel Heenan 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Howie 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward L. 
Kipley, Jr. 

Ms. Jessica Knierim 

Mr. & Mrs. Phillip R. 
Kosiba III 

Mr. & Mrs. Neil Link 

Mr. Julio Lopez 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley J. Mastej 

Mr. Peter J. Meyer 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Mikols 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Persicketti in 
Memory of Fr. Ray Ryan, O.S.A.

Mr. Antoine A. Phillips 

Mr. Joseph A. Polys 

Mrs. Helen Prawdzik 

Mr. Ernest E. Ramirez in Memory 
of Fr. Ed Hamill, O.S.A.; and in 
Honor of Bro. Joe Ruiz, O.S.A.

Mr. Dennis Rangel 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary R. Riemersma 
In Memory of Richard 
and Jean Galagher

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Rogalski 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Sanfilippo 
in Honor of Frs. John Tyma, 
O.S.A.; John Gaffney, O.S.A.; 
Henry Maibusch, O.S.A.; Jack 
Gavin, O.S.A.; William Perez, 
O.S.A.; Joe Stobba, O.S.A.; John 
Flynn, O.S.A.; David Vargas, 
O.S.A.; Henry Spielmann, 
O.S.A.; Ray Ryan, O.S.A.; and 
Henry Wierman, O.S.A.

Mr. & Mrs. William J. Schultz 
in Memory of Deceased 
Family Members

Mr. & Mrs. Milannie Siegfried 
Williams and David Williams

Mr. & Mrs. J. Terrell Siegfried 

St. Bernard Parish, Homer 
Glen, IL 

Mr. Bernie Tafoya 

Mrs. Stanley Thomas in Memory 
of Stanley R. Thomas

Tulsa Community Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. David L. Vaughan 

Ms. Jane Weber 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Worman 

Mrs. Ida Zielinski in Memory 
of Anthony Zielinski

In Memory of Vivian McCormick

Ms. Karen A. Armentano

Ms. Irene Bland

Most Rev. Paul J. Bradley

Mr. & Mrs. William J. Bushnell

Ms. Barbara Ciesko

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Correll

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Delury

Mr. & Mrs. John B. Dillon

Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Fallon

Mr. & Mrs. David B. Garwood

Mr. & Mrs. Paul L. Gill

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hayes

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Horin

Ms. Cathy M. Janik

Ms. Susan A. Kairis

Mr. & Mrs. William Neimann

Ms. Bernadette Niersbach

Our Lady of the Lake Church 
Women's Guild, Edwardsburg, MI

Mr. Daniel F. Parisi

Mr. & Mrs. Richard E. Saunders

Mr. & Mrs. Florian R. Smoczynski

Ms. Anita M. Tallon



Province of Our Mother of Good Counsel
5401 S Cornell Ave Ste 1
Chicago, IL 60615-9901

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

The Midwest Augustinian

We're counting on you.

DOUBLE THE POWER OF YOUR GIFT
We are seeking your help in reaching our goal of $3.5 million for our current capital 

campaign. The campaign, Continuing Our Journey of Faith, hopes to build:

• The Fr. Ray Ryan, O.S.A. Trust for Vocations
• The Journey of a Lifetime Trust for Retired and Infirm Augustinians

Reaching our goal is crucial for the vision and mission of our Order. We have already 
reached 80% of our goal, but we now need your help. There are many ways to participate.

A DONOR HAS AGREED TO MATCH NEW GIFTS TO THE CAMPAIGN.  
DONATE TODAY AND DOUBLE THE POWER OF YOUR GIVING!

A Way of "Giving Back" to the Augustinians

To learn more, please visit 

augustiniancampaign.org  

or contact Michael Gerrity  

at 773-595-4035 or  

michael@midwestaugustinians.org.


